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	Quote of the Day
We build our own life story from the compelling stories of others. 
Darcia Narvaez

Educator Tip:    Story Discussion
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When you are discussing a fictional or historical story, shape the discussion to promote ethical thinking. 

Here are 3 questions for discussion.

1. What goals did the character have? Did these goals take into consideration the needs of everyone who could be affected by the character’s actions? 
Teaches Ethical Focus: Acting responsibly
2. How did the actions and outcomes affect members of the community? 
Teaches Ethical Sensitivity and Ethical Judgment: Perspective Taking, Understanding Consequences
3. Did the character choose the best actions? What actions might have made things turn out better for everyone? 

Teaches Ethical Judgment and Ethical Action: Taking Initiative as a Leader, Planning to Implement Decisions, Reflecting on Standards and Outcomes
Resources of the Day
Spinning Tales, Weaving Hope: Stories, Storytelling, and Activities for Peace, Justice and the Environment

by Ed Brody, Jay Goldspinner, Katie Green, Rona Leventhal, John Porcino, Lahri Bond
New Society Publishers, 2002
From http://www.amazon.com :

“Power Rangers, take a rest. Cartoons, television, and comic books for children are all more focused on violence than in the past. New Society Publishers offers a collection of stories that teach problem-solving, cooperation, and creative thinking about social issues such as tolerance, understanding other ethnic groups, and how to handle controversy diplomatically. The authors' introduction explains the difference that stories can make, as well as how to use storytelling as a model for patterning positive behavior. Combined with each story are creative activities, cooperative games, and related reading lists. This wise book is a must for every school library, every educator, and every home with children.”
If You Had to Choose, What Would You Do? 

(ages 6 and up)
by Sandrea McLeod Humphrey

Prometheus Books, 1995
It’s Up to You, What Do You Do?
(ages 8-12)
by Sandrea McLeod Humphrey
Prometheus Books, 1999
Each of these books present 25 contemporary stories followed by thought-provoking discussion questions. The intent of the books is to help children learn to think through decisions carefully, realize consequences, and instill a sense of responsibility for their own actions. The author says to the young reader: “The whole point of this book is to encourage you to think about what you would do in each of the twenty-five stories and why you would do it” (p. 13).
Opportunities
Need Volunteers for Media Panel

CEED is seeking adult volunteers for a media panel. Experience with children (e.g., as a parent) is preferable but not necessary. Interested people will be selected through interviews.

Members of the panel will receive training in how to rate children’s media for ethical content. Then members will independently rate children’s books and videos (at home and as a group on campus). Members will be paid for their time ($5-7/hour). 

For more information and to set up an appointment, please call Darcia Narvaez, Executive Director of CEED (631-7835 or 631-4453) or email her (dnarvaez@nd.edu). Deadline: January, 2005
Volunteer to Host a TAS Meetup (support group) in January or March

The 2004 Teachers As Scholars participants are invited to host a meetup (support group) at their school after school hours. (We figure this would be easier than asking you to come to the Notre Dame campus.) Darcia Narvaez can lead the meeting, guiding discussion and offering some new ideas. If you would like to volunteer to host, please call Darcia Narvaez, Executive Director of CEED (631-7835 or 631-4453) or email her (dnarvaez@nd.edu).

Need Part-Time Curriculum Writer

CEED has a draft of a homeroom activities curriculum that needs a professional hand to add teacher-oriented details (more scripting). We will pay one or two people to help with this. Please contact Darcia Narvaez, Executive Director of CEED (631-7835 or 631-4453) or email her (dnarvaez@nd.edu).

Would you like to recommend a children’s book or video? 

In the spring we will assemble a media rating team that will rate the ethical content of children’s media. We would like suggestions for which books, films and shows to rate. The ratings will be displayed on the center website and be accessible to the public.
















